The role of chemotherapy in invasive cancer of the cervix uteri: current standards and future prospects.
For many decades, invasive cervical cancer has been considered more or less chemoresistant and chemotherapy has been limited to patients presenting with overt metastatic disease or those suffering from pelvic recurrences which could not be advised to secondary local treatments. However, more than 20 different single agents are considered active in cervical cancer. Recent cooperative clinical trials have demonstrated the superiority of multi-modality strategies for patients with high-risk cervical cancer. These studies integrating chemotherapy as part of the primary therapeutic concept have provided the most significant improvement of locally advanced disease in more than three decades. This review summarizes current standards of chemotherapy for invasive cervical cancer and shows new developments which may improve systemic treatment of the disease.